
San Juan Islander Classifieds
https://sanjuanislander.com/class-ads/rentals
This classified section is very active with both available rentals
and people seeking rentals.

Windermere Rentals
https://www.sanjuanisland.rentals
Windermere manages 100 rental properties,
including an apartment complex. 

San Juan Island Rental/House Share
This Facebook page is actively used by islands on all
islands to search for housing and available rentals.

HOUSING TIPS

Rental Housing
The housing search can be
difficult in San Juan County,
but the resources listed here
are a fantastic place to begin
your search.  

The Family Resource Center
does not provide housing
search assistance, but they
can assist you after you have
found a unit. 

TIP:        The San Juan Island Hostel rents out long-term private rooms
for reasonable rates.   sanjuanislandhostel.com
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RENTAL ASSISTANCE
- Administered by the Family Resource Center - 

- Administered by County Health Department -

Emergency Rental Assistance
CHG provides deposit, rent, arrears, and in some
cases, utilities assistance. This is a short term
program and has case management available. 

For households below a certain income level
facing difficult circumstances or eviction, a one-
month rental subsidy for full or partial amount is
available. 

Consolidated Homeless Grant (CHG)

This subsidy is awarded to income-verifying
property managers for their qualifying tenants.
Long-term assistance for monthly rent.
San Juan County Health Dept. (360) 378-4474

Senior & Disabled Rental Subsidy

- Other services - 

The Veterans Advisory Board provides assistance
for transportation clothing, food, or rent.  
Applications can be found at sanjuanco.com.

San Juan County Veterans Assistance Housing and Recovery Through Peer
Supports (HARPs)
Provides one-time assistance with rent or deposit
costs for Compass Health clients that meet
certain criteria. 
For more Information, contact Compass Health.
520 Spring Street; (360) 378-2669

https://sanjuanislander.com/class-ads/rentals
https://www.sanjuanisland.rentals/
https://sanjuanislandhostel.com/
https://sanjuanco.com/


Harbor View

500 Tucker Avenue // (360) 378-3017

This apartment complex has 20 1- and 2-
bedroom units. It has 6 USDA subsidized
units. 

IsleWood

855 Guard Street // (360) 378-3017

This apartment complex has 18 1- and 2-
bedroom units. It has 9 USDA subsidized
units. 

RoseWood

525 Perry Place // (360) 378-3017

This apartment complex has 18 1-, 2- and
3-bedroom units. 18 units are subsidized
through USDA Rural Housing.

Surina Meadows

535 Linder Street // (360) 378-3034

This apartment complex has 20 1- and 2-
bedroom units. It has 6 USDA subsidized
units. 

Gerard Park

595 Linder Street // (360) 378-3034

This apartment complex has 20 1- and 2-
bedroom units for seniors ages 65 and
older.  It has 16 USDA subsidized units. 

Wisteria Court

175 Rhone Street // (360) 317-6222

This apartment complex has 18 1- and 2-
bedroom units. It has 9 USDA subsidized
units. 

Friday Harbor Village

445 Carter Street // (360) 378-3017

This apartment complex has 26 2-, 3- and
4-bedroom units. There are no subsidies at
this property.

APARTMENT COMPLEXES

Other complexes

Madrona Court // 550 University Road
Village Green // 15 Malcolm Street
Heather Court // 1005 Guard Street
Finnegan Ridge // 534 University

Sandpiper Condominiums
250 Tucker Avenue

Harrison Condominiums
230 Harrison Street

Joyce L. Sobel Family Resource Center -- 476 Market Street, Friday Harbor, WA 98250 -- (360) 378-5246 -- www.jlsfrc.org



PROJECT PAL

UTILITIES ASSISTANCE
O

PA
LC

O
PR

O
G

RA
M

S Funded by fellow OPALCO members,
this program offers one-time assistance
with one-month's energy bill. This
program is available to seniors, disabled
individuals, and low-income households.

Equity Loan Program for First Time Homebuyers
Provides a 30-year zero-interest loan for down payment on a home. Available to low-income island residents.
Administered by San Juan County Health Department (360) 378-4474.

This program provides a monthly bill
credit to OPALCO members that qualify
for any other low-income household
program.

ENERGY ASSIST PROGRAM

Qualified households may participate in both programs.
https://www.opalco.com/

Provides assistance to low-income households for long-term household energy and efficiency
needs. This program also provides weatherization for some households.

This is a Federal program. Please come to FRC to apply for this program. 

Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)
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HOMEOWNER ASSISTANCE

Home Ownership
This organization offers homes at
affordable prices for low- and
moderate-income island residents.
For market-rate homes, check out
these offices:

Windermere Real Estate
Sotheby’s Island Group
Coldwell Banker, SJI 

San Juan Community Home Trust

Offers permanently affordable housing for
low and medium-income islanders.

http://hometrust.org/

FE
D

ER
A

L
PR

O
G

RA
M

https://www.opalco.com/
http://hometrust.org/


WORKING WITH LANDLORDS

Meeting with a Landlord or Property Manager?

Use this checklist to make sure you bring everything you need!

□ Pay Stub and/or Bank Statement
To show proof of employment and to demonstrate that you will be able to pay the rent. Bring any
documentation that demonstrates your income.

□ Current Photo Identification
Government-issued ID: Driver's license, passport, military ID. Make sure it hasn't expired!

□ Rental History
List any former addresses and landlord or property manager's names.

□ References
Provide names and contact information of any previous landlords and/or current or former employers that
can speak to your responsibility and accountability.

□ Completed Application
If you have the application, fill it out and bring it with you. This can really speed up the application process.

Tips for Successful Landlord-Tenant Relations

Are you a seasonal employee?
Consider working out a system with your landlord where you pay
more rent in the summer, acting as a "credit" for your winter
months.

Tight monthly budget?
Ask your landlord if you can adjust the rent due date to a day or
two after you get paid. This helps ensure that your won't spend
your rent money before it's due, and the landlord gets the full
amount each month.

Burdensome Utilities?
Weatherization is an easy way to cut some utilities costs and
extend the life of the unit. JLSFRC offers some weatherization
programs, but here are some affordable and easy fixes you can do
on your own, or with your landlord:

Door sweeps or WeatherSeal strips under exterior doors and
around windows
Purchase a Water Heater Blanket to insulate your water heater.
Seal any cracks around windows or gaps around electrical
outlets with caulk or foam
Repair (or ask your landlord about) leaky faucets, ajar
refrigerator doors, or broken appliances. These can really
impact your utility bill!
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Be Professional

Make sure to provide
them with a way to
contact you. Leave a
phone number or email
that you will check and
respond to.
Be early! Strive to arrive
about five minutes early
- nobody likes to be
kept waiting and this
will demonstrate
responsibility.
Ask the important
questions.

Have something you
can't live without? 
Wondering if they'll
have you sign a
rental agreement? 
Concerned about
the safety of the
unit? 

ASK.



A deposit may be required by the landlord to
ensure the tenant takes care of the unit and
complies with the rental agreement. 

A deposit must be refundable and a written
description of the condition of the unit must
be provided. 

A landlord cannot withhold a deposit for
normal wear and tear of the unit. 

The landlord has 14 days after the tenant
vacates to return a deposit and/or provide
written explanation of why some or all of it
was not refunded.

Deposits

This information is presented as a tool for San Juan County residents to know their rights. This is a general
and brief version of Landlord-Tenant Law. If you need legal advice or assistance, please consult a lawyer.

LANDLORD-TENANT RIGHTS

Rental Agreements

A rental agreement should be in writing and
needs to be signed by both the landlord
("lessor") and the tenant ("lessee"). All terms in
the agreement (or "lease") should be agreed to
by both parties. Any changes should be
marked on the written document and initialed
by both parties.

Rental agreements should cover:
Length and type of tenancy. Month-to-
month, one-year term, etc.
Responsibility for utility charges,
maintenance, alterations, etc.
Rent amount and any expectations of rent
payments or rules for late charges.
If the unit is furnished, an inventory of
property and its condition should be
provided. 

Upkeep/Repairs

The unit must be up to
specific codes and local
ordinances by the landlord.
A landlord cannot knowingly
rent a unit that is
condemned. The landlord
must provide reasonable
facilities for heat, electricity,
hot and cold water, locks,
pest control, and appliances.
Once notified of a defective
condition, the landlord has
24 hours to repair or restore
loss of heat or hot/cold
water, or conditions
hazardous to life. They have
72 hours to repair plumbing
fixtures or appliance issues.
All other repairs should be
restored within 10 days.

Terminating Tenancy

Under normal circumstances, a periodic tenancy (week-to-
week, month-to-month) may be terminated by either the tenant
or landlord with a minimum of 20 days written notice.

A tenancy for a specific term (one-year lease) automatically
terminates at the end of the specified amount of time. Rules or
rent cannot be changed unless agreed upon by both parties and
the tenant cannot break the lease at any point during the term.
If a tenant moves without giving notice, they may be
responsible for rent for the balance of the term.

If rent payment is late, the landlord may give a three-day pay or
vacate notice in which the tenant must pay all the rent you owe
within those three days in order to keep the unit.

If any part of the rental agreement is broken, the landlord can
give a 10-day notice. If the issue causing the break in the
agreement is resolved within 10 days, the tenant may remain in
the unit.

In the case of unlawful activity such as drug or gang related
activity, use of firearm or deadly weapon, or endangering
other's physical safety, the landlord does not have to give any
notice before eviction.

If an eviction is because of conversion to condominiums, the
landlord must provide 120 days' notice and give the tenant right
of first refusal to purchase the unit within 60 days of notice.
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Having a rental agreement is the
best and only way to protect

yourself and maintain your rights as
a tenant. Make sure you have a

signed agreement that you
understand and can refer back to. 


